
Week 2: The Goal of Parenting



How much time you think you have with your kids:

ALL THE TIME IN THE WORLD

BIRTH DEATH

95% before 18

BIRTH DEATH

Times spaced out over the rest of life

How time with your kids actually works:



WHAT IS THE GOAL OF PARENTING?



Deuteronomy 6:4-9

4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
6 And these words that I command you today shall
be on your heart. 



Deuteronomy 6:4-9

7 You shall teach them diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a
sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates. 



“Write these commandments
that I’ve given you today on your

hearts. Get them inside of you
and then get them inside your

children.” 

(Deut 6 The Message Translation)



Deuteronomy 6:4-9

7 You shall teach them diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a
sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates. 



 “Parenting is a miserable place
to look for your identity, if for no
other reason than the fact that
every parent parents sinners.” 

- Paul Tripp



WHAT IS THE GOAL OF PARENTING?

To teach children about God 
and God’s ways as a tool in God’s 
hands so that God can do the 
powerful transformational 
work that only He can do.



“Here’s what parenting is: it’s
unfinished people (we parents)
being used of God as agents of
transformation in the lives of

unfinished people. And yes, it is
true that like you, your children will
leave your home still unfinished.” 

- Paul Tripp



HOW ARE WE GOING TO TEACH OUR
CHILDREN THE WAYS OF GOD?



HOW ARE WE GOING TO TEACH OUR
CHILDREN THE WAYS OF GOD?

Priority and Proximity



PRIORITY

4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
6 And these words that I command you today shall
be on your heart. 



HOW?

PRIORITY

You teach your children about God 
and God’s ways by prioritising God 
for yourself. 



HOW ARE WE GOING TO TEACH OUR
CHILDREN THE WAYS OF GOD?

Priority and Proximity



PROXIMITY

7 You shall teach them diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a
sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates. 



HOW?

PROXIMITY

Be an active participant in their 
lives where you can process life 
with them in a way that teaches 
them about God



“Your kids don’t need perfect parents;
they need to know how their imperfect

family can know and follow their
perfect heavenly Father.” 

- Family Discipleship (Chandler and Griffin)



HOW ARE WE GOING TO TEACH OUR
CHILDREN THE WAYS OF GOD?

Priority and Proximity
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